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STORAGE

Components at the building site should be stacked and stored away from moisture (rain, 
condensation, etc.). Ideally, the components should be stored in an inclined position in a 
well-ventilated, sheltered area.

The elements must not be laid directly on the ground as this can cause soiling and moisture 
absorption.

Suitable supports are also necessary to avoid permanent distortion.

Figure 20: Storing timber components
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Glossary
Bottom plate: piece of timber in the lower part and horizontal to the braces.

Braces: construction elements that provide horizontal structural stability.

Bridging: rigid wooden part connecting two joists and holding them a fi xed distance apart.

Joist: long piece of timber, the two ends of which are resting on the weight-bearing walls or on a 
beam to make a rigid structure.

Moisture: mass of water in the timber expressed as a proportion of its dry mass.

Stud: element positioned vertically to the braces.

Top rail: piece of timber in the upper part and horizontal to the braces.

Traditional joinery assembly: traditional assembly where the forces are transmitted via contact sur-
faces without the use of mechanical connectors (e.g. skew notch or tenon joints).

References
NF DTU 31.2 (P21-204-1) Travaux de bâtiment – Construction de maisons et bâtiments à 
ossature en bois – Partie 1 : Cahier des clauses techniques (CCT) (Building works – Timber 
frame houses and buildings construction – Part 1-1: Contract bill of technical model clauses.

Règles Antilles – révision 1992.

Guide de construction parasismique et paracyclonique de maisons individuelles à structure 
en bois aux Antilles – Secteur pilote Innovation Outre-Mer, 2011.

Eurocode 5: Design of timber structures.
Eurocode 8: Design of structures for earthquake resistance.

 ✓ Note: All dimensions are given by default. A timber structure 
designer may waive these subject to calculations in accordance 
with NF DTU 31.2.
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